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SUBJECT: 43RD UNGA: THIRD COMMITTEE: RACISM, SELF- 

DETERMINATION, AND ASSISTANCE TO SOUTH AFRICA 

1. SUMMARY. THIRD COMMITTEE DEBATE ON RACISM, SELF- 
DETERMINATION, AND ASSISTANCE TO SOUTH AFRICA (AGENDA 
ITEMS NUMBER 87, 88, 91, 96) WAS ROUTINE AND PREDICT¬ 
ABLE. THE ONLY EXPLICIT CRITICISMS OF THE U.S. WERE 
ZIMBABWE"S REFERENCE TO U.S. SUPPORT FOR "BANDITS" IN 
ANGOLA AND CUBA'S RITUALISTIC BUT LOW-KEY DENUNCIATIONS. 
THE U.S. STATEMENT (OCTOBER 14) EMPHASIZED OUR OPPOSI¬ 
TION TO RACISM AND APARTHEID. IN ADDITION, THE U.S. 
REPRESENTATIVE INDICATED THAT THE U.S. WILL SHIFT ITS 
INITIATIVE ON THE PRINCIPLE OF PERIODIC AND GENUINE 
ELECTIONS FROM THE AGENDA ITEM ON SELF-DETERMINATION TO 
SOME OTHER ITEM. END SUMMARY. 

2. DURING OCT. 10-19 MEETINGS, THE UNGA'S THIRD COM¬ 
MITTEE DEBATED THE FOLLOWING TOPICS: 
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4. IN HER OCTOBER 14 STATEMENT (SEPTEL), AMBASSADOR 

PATR ICIA M.'JgnfRRE. ALTERNATE U.S. REPRESENTATIVE TO THE 

~~~~~ 

43RD GAT STATED THAT THE HISTORY AND RECORD OF THE U.S. 
CLEARLY DEMONSTRATE OUR ABHORRENCE FOR RACISM, RACIAJ. 
DISCRIMINATION, AND APARTHEID. IN THE INTERNATIONA 
CONTEXT, SHE SAID, THE UNITED STATES IS WORKING TOWARD 
BRINGING AN END TO THE RACIST SYSTEM OF APARTHEID IN 
SOUTH AFRICA. IN ADDITION, AMBASSADOR BYRNE INDICATED, 
THE U.S. SUPPORTS THE RELEASE OF NELSON jft^NPELA AND ALL 


OTHER POLITICAL PRISONERS, AND HAS^C, JD FOR AN END TO 
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THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT'S BANS ON POLITICAL PAR¬ 
TIES. FURTHER, AMBASSADOR BYRNE EMPHASIZED ACTIVE U.S. 
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